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Cryphops Richter & Richter, 1926 (Trilobita): proposed conservation
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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the name Cryphops Richter
& Richter, 1926 for a genus of Late Devonian trilobites (family PHACOPIDAE). This
name is a junior objective synonym of Gortania Cossmann, 1909, which had been
proposed as a replacement for Microphthalmus Gortani, 1907 non Mecznikow, 1865.
Cryphops has been universally accepted as the valid name for the taxon whereas
Gortania has never been used as a valid name since its establishment and its
suppression is proposed.
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1. Gortani (1907, p. 229) proposed the name Microphthalinus as a subgenus of
Trimerocephalus McCoy, 1849, and listed a number of species including Phacops
cryptophthalinus Emmrich, 1844 (p. 15), P. (Trimerocephalus) acuticeps Kayser,
1889, P. mastophthalmus Reinhard Richter, 1856, and two new species
Trimerocephalus (Microphthalmus) pseudogranulatus and T. (M.) roemeri; the last two
were regarded by Rudolf Richter & Emma Richter (1926, p. 159) as junior syn-
onyms of Phacops cryptophthalmus. Gortani did not designate a type species for
Microphthalmus.

2. In reviewing Gortani’s paper, Cossmann (1908, p. 245) briefly noted the erection
of Microphthalmus, mentioning only Phacops cryptophthalmus as belonging to the
taxon; his intention in listing only one species 1s not clear, but the statement does not
qualify as the designation of a type species nor would it had he explicitly excluded all
the other originally included specific names, since fixation by elimination does not
constitute type fixation (Article 69.4 of the Code).

3. In a brief statement the following year, Cossmann (1909, p. 67) proposed the
name Gortania as a replacement for Microphthalmus Gortani, 1907 because the latter
is a junior homonym of Microphthalmus Mecznikow, 1865 (p. 334), a genus of
polychaete worms. Again no type species was designated for Gortania.

4. Vogdes (1925, p. 114) subsequently designated Phacops cryptophthalmus
Emmrich, 1844 as type species of Microphthalmus Gortani, 1907; this serves also as
type species designation for Gortania (Article 67.8), although Vogdes did not mention
Gortania.
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5. Richter & Richter (1926, p. 157) proposed Cryphops as a subgenus of Phacops,
naming Phacops cryptophthalmus as type species; Cryphops is thus a junior objective
synonym of Gortania. Richter & Richter listed the preoccupied name Microphthalmus
Gortani, 1907 as a synonym of Cryphops, but were apparently unaware of the
existence of Gortania or that Vogdes had the previous year fixed P. cryptophthalinus
as the type of Microphithalmus Gortani.

6. In the Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology (1959, p. 463), Richter, Richter &
Struve listed Microphthalinus Gortani, 1907 and Gortania Cossmann, 1909 as
objective synonyms of Cryphops, and indicated that an application by Struve to
the Commission to conserve Cryphops was pending. We are advised by Dr P.K.
Tubbs (Executive Secretary of the Commission) that no such application was ever
received.

7. Since its erection Cryphops has been accepted universally as the valid name for
the taxon, which has been regarded either as a subgenus of Phacops or more recently
as an independent genus. Authors who have used the name include Reed (1927),
Delo (1935), Hupé (1953), Maksimova (1955), Richter, Richter & Struve (1959),
Kramarenko & Maksimova (1960), Osmoélska (1963), Liitke (1968), Hahn & Hahn
(1975), Chlupag¢ (1977), Struve (1989), Feist & Schindler (1994) and Cronier & Feist
(2000) — this list is not exhaustive. On the other hand, to the best of our knowledge
Gortania has never been used as a valid name.

8. The Code seeks to preserve the stability of established usage of names by
ensuring that a younger name in prevailing usage is not displaced by an older but
long-unused name (Article 23.9). However, this Article cannot be automatically
applied in the present case as the unused senior synonym (Gortania) was proposed
after 1899.

9. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly
asked:

(1) to use its plenary power to suppress the generic name Gortania Cossmann,
1909 for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the
Principle of Homonymy;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Cryphops
Richter & Richter, 1926 (gender: masculine), type species by original
designation Phacops cryptophthalimus Emmrich, 1844;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name
cryptophthalmus Emmrich, 1844, as published in the binomen Phacops
cryptophthalmus (specific name of the type species of Cryphops Richter &

* Richter, 1926);

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in

Zoology the following names:

(a) Gortania Cossmann, 1909, as suppressed in (1) above;

(b) Microphthalmus Gortani, 1907 (a junior homonym of Microphthalinus
Mecznikow, 1865).
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Comments on this case are invited for publication (subject to editing) in the Bulletin; they
should be sent to the Executive Secretary, 1.C.Z.N., ¢/o The Natural History Museum,
Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhm.ac.uk).



